
AIDS in the Elderly: feelings, perceptions and perspectives of women

living with HIV/AIDS 

Luna Pinheiro Celedônio

Laurinete Sales de Andrade

            
               

 
 

            
            
               

 
                 

              
 

               
             
            

Abstract
This article investigates the feelings, perceptions, perspectives of women in the third age living 
with HIV/AIDS and their relationship with the treatment. The research was conducted at São 
José Hospital of Infectious Diseases in the State of Ceará (Brazil). It was used a qualitative 
methodology, being carried out semi-structured interviews and content analysis technique. The 
results revealed the female vulnerability, with the presence of the transmission of the virus from 
their husbands/partners and also in new and casual relationships without the habit of using 
condoms. The meaning of AIDS as a problem, in confrontation of the diagnosis were moments 
of suffering, leading to surface feelings of fear of death and prejudice. However, the interviewed 
who are already living with the virus for a longer period of time, surpassed this step and have 
new perspectives of life, adhering to treatment and recreating their lives. We have thus, this 
AIDS feminization, the non-use of condoms and stigma prevails among the elderly. With the 
treatment advances, the prospects of life improves between the researched people. It's important 
to highlight this subject, promoting preventive actions for this case of study and giving them 
support to live with AIDS. 
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A chegada da AIDS e a vulnerabilidade 

feminina, as representações do HIV/AIDS, as mudanças de vida após a descoberta do 

diagnóstico e as perspectivas com a presença da doença. 

 

 

 

; a maneira como o HIV chegou a suas vidas; as 

mudanças de vida em decorrência do diagnóstico e as suas perspectivas de vida. 

A infecção através do parceiro ou companheiro 
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A presença de sexualidade após diagnóstico 
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Os sentimentos e as percepções que deram significado ao diagnóstico 

O diagnóstico Oculto: A presença do medo e do preconceito 
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A presença da ideia de morte 

A superação do diagnóstico A AIDS em sua vida
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